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rode seven horses between them
Leicestershire-based Lauren, now
out of Young Riders, was 1
dominant force, piloting Quixotic and
Zero Flight into first and second
places respectively
Nigel Taylor's cross-country track
— which was welcomed by most for
providing either a confidence-giving
round for newly- Jpgr:dec horses or
a'no pressure’ run for more
experienced combinations — caused

L ABOUT... CHASE THE MOON

PIGGY French bought
her advanced section J
‘winner, the now
nine-year-old gelding
Chase The Moon, as a
five-year-old from Karen
Dixon. Taking things
relatively slowly initially
with the son of Royal
Persian, the British squad
reserve rider has upped
the ante this season,
running him at CIC** level
for the first time and
notching up some great
placings, including two
wins at Ol level.

“There's nothing flashy
about him at all} said
Piggy of the Hartpury-
bound horse who has
been slow to develop
both physically and
mentally. “He's justa
plain bay gelding but
he's very producible
and uncomplicated”
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few problems and riders wer
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efforts Nigel and his team go to

ery year to accommodate so many
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Sunshine throughout Saturday
had dried out the well-prepared
ground in places, prompting many
riders to eschew trying to make the
tight time. The track was not without
its questions, though, with the drop
log to comer (fence 12), the drop log

1o double of triangular bushes (16)
and the bounce to water (20)
calching out a few. Pippa Funnell had
awet walk home when she parted
company from Mirage d'El he
latter obstacle, while both Nick
Gauntlet (Chapel Amble) and Bruce
Haskell (Not Kidding) picked up 20
penalties apiece when their mounts
ran out at the b element o ce 16.
Several other combinations,
including William Fox-

Lauren Shannon
and Quixotic win a
hastily arranged
advanced section X

Navigator and Mary King with Fernhill
Urco, had sticky moments here as
ll when they jumped too big over
e a element on the bank.
us casualty of the
ican rider
Meaghan Marinovich, who is based
with the Taylors. She was airlifted to
hospital for observation after parting
company from Ahlerich at fence 11
but she was quickly given the all clear.

Sue Polley

Andrew lames
and Cudlic Earl,
advanced
runners-up




